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in England during the height of the reform struggle.
But in the beginning of 1833 it was found to be almost
desperate. The tithe question was the difficulty of the
moment. But this was only a symptom; the real
disease was organic. The Government found itself
compelled to take extreme measures for the maintenance
of law and order, and at the same time it endeavoured
to mitigate the most palpable and prominent of Irish
grievances by a measure dealing with the Temporalities
of the Irish Church. But in both cases the Cabinet
was divided against itself. Stanley would be content
with nothing short of a Coercion Act more severe in its
provisions than any which had been passed since the
Union, and he would not hear of such a reform of the
Irish Church ,as would satisfy Lord John Eussell and
the more stalwart of the Whigs. As Stanley was
indispensable to the Ministry he had his way in both
respects. But the dissensions of the Cabinet were
very nearly fatal to its existence, and the Irish policy of
Lord Grey in 1833 was the direct cause of his overthrow
in 1834. An attempt was made to deal with the tithe
difficulty in 1832, but it was only a palliative, and it
was not until 1838, after successive ministries had tried
their hand and failed, that the Tithe Commutation Act
was finally passed by the Government of Lord Melbourne.
In 1833 Stanley, as has been said, demanded a drastic
Coercion Act. His demand was reluctantly conceded
fay his colleagues, but they insisted at the same time that
an attempt should be made to abate the grievances of
the Irish Protestant Establishment. The Coercion Act
was passed, but the Church Temporalities Act was
mutilated in the House of Lords and shorn even in the